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1. Culture Education

2.

Course Aim
This course celebrates and explores the ceramics produced during the inter-war period known
today as Art Deco. These brightly hand-painted pots, decorated on striking shapes, captured the
mood of the day and proved popular across the country
Course Description
This new course will celebrate and enjoy the wonderful world of Art Deco ceramics: A Flash of
Brilliance in a world appearing produced by both Great Britain, Europe and Scandanavia between
1925 and 1935. We will explore the origins of the Art Deco style first shown at the internationale
des arts décoratifs et industriels modernes in Paris in 1925 and how designers such as Rene
Buthaud created the luxurious and expensive ceramics which influenced many other designers.We
will also consider how the Art Deco arrived in Great Britain and why only a few designers and
pottery manufacturers embraced the style. We will focus on designers such as Clarice Cliff, Susie
Cooper and others to appreciate why they there so popular yet soon went out of favour by the mid
thirties only to be replaced by modernism
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
What will I achieve?
By the end of the course I will be able to:

1. appreciate how the art deco style evolved in Paris in the early 1920's
2. understand how the Paris Exposition promoted this new style
3. Understand how British ceramic designers were inspired by and responded to the popular style
by creating new shapes and patterns
4. identify the factors why many pottery manufacturers were unable to capture the true Art Deco
style
5. Identify why Art Deco went out of style and how modernism changed how designers responded
to patterns and shapes

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will be used to provide resources or to support
lessons, enable assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away
from the course. If you want to understand more about our digital learning platform please visit:
http://bit.ly/WEAonline

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- The course will feature an informal session where learners can show examples from their own collection
for discussion

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- What you need: You will need an internet connection, speakers, a microphone and a webcam so
that you can use our video learning platform, Zoom. If you’d like to understand more Zoom please
visit: http://bit.ly/ZoomSpec

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- The tutor will create a list of further reading and links to you tube films were applicable

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course
- Visit some of the museums that display art deco ceramics

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement
and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our
website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic

year.
You can enrol online for most courses http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/course-search or contact:
WEA Support Services, Suite 10B Joseph’s Well, Hanover Way, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS3 1AB
Tel: 0300 303 3464 Email: courseenquiries@wea.org.uk
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