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2.

Course Aim
To encourage resourceful creativity at home, reducing waste by upcycling junk into useful and
beautiful items! The course will introduce several creative transformation projects to practically
engage with, whilst considering individualisation.
Course Description
A practical, online, creative & fun course involving discussion, tutor instruction, demonstration &
practical crafting. Explore the value and possibilities of upcycling, sustainability & resourcefulness
in craft. Learn about how a few simple adaptations, additions & techniques can transform
household waste into fabulous, useful & beautiful items.
In session one we will be making beads from paper and considering different ways to use them in
jewellery or other projects. Come with your old paper which might otherwise go in the bin - old
brochures, magazines, newspapers, paper bags or junk mail - and a few simple supplies to create
your own, unique set of beads. From here we will select projects for the remaining sessions
according to group members' interests and access to materials. This could include rag rugging,
patchworking, woven magazine bags & placemats, plastic bottle vases, coiled paper bowls, tin can
lanterns, junk jewellery or cardboard box stationery.
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
- You will need your own personal email address so that you’re able to login to the WEA’s digital

learning platform: WEA Canvas. You will need to be able to understand how to follow URL links to
pages on the internet. If you want to understand more about Canvas please visit:
http://bit.ly/WEAonline
- You will need to be able to follow links to join our WEA live video learning platform: WEA Zoom. If
you’d like to understand more about our video learning platform, Zoom please visit:
http://bit.ly/WEAonline and http://bit.ly/ZoomSpec
- This course is for a group of around 15 students studying in a live video-learning platform
conference and an online digital learning environment platform from the comfort of your own home.
- No skills or experience needed
- This course is for beginners
- This course is for improvers
- This course is suitable for beginners and improvers
- This course is for students who attend a specific centre only. For more information please call
0300 303 3464

What will I achieve?
By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. Identify and discuss at least 3 possible creative re-use methods for specific everyday, raw
materials and select projects according to group preferences
2. Demonstrate the safe and creative use of at least 3 different craft techniques or processes in
upcycling projects
3. Discuss design considerations in project planning and completion, including: colour, shape,
scale, pattern
4. Discuss key terminology relating to upcycling including: upcycle, repurpose, sustainability,
recycle and downcycle
5. Successfully complete and present at least one upcycling project, considering finish and usability

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will be used to provide resources or to support
lessons, enable assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away
from the course. If you want to understand more about our digital learning platform please visit:
http://bit.ly/WEAonline
- The WEA tutor will use a range of different teaching and learning methods and encourage you
and the group to be actively involved in your learning
- You may be asked to undertake additional work in your own time to support your learning

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- You will be able to keep a record of your progress and achievement using photos, audio, text or
documents uploaded into the WEA’s digital learning platform, WEA Canvas.
- Your tutor will provide written, text and audio feedback recorded in WEA Canvas, WEA’s digital learning
platform.
- You will be able to keep a digital portfolio of your work on WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas.
- A range of informal activities will be used by the tutor to see what you are learning which may include
quizzes, question and answer, small projects and discussion
- You will have opportunities to discuss your progress with your tutor
- You will be encouraged to share your work with the group and discuss your learning

- You will be encouraged to consider other students work and give your opinions and suggestions

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- What you need: You will need an internet connection, speakers, a microphone and a webcam so
that you can use our video learning platform, Zoom. If you’d like to understand more Zoom please
visit: http://bit.ly/ZoomSpec
- You will need a personal email address to join the WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas so that
you can receive resources, record your progress and achievement and to work with others and
share ideas. If you want to understand more about our digital learning platform please visit:
http://bit.ly/WEAonline
- You will need simple craft supplies & salvaged, household items to upcycle.
For session 1 please bring:
Paper-pages from old magazine / newspaper / junkmail are ideal
Ruler
Scissors
Pencil / pen
Glue (eg pritt stick)
Cocktail sticks / other narrow sticks eg barbeque skewer, knitting needle

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- You will have access to course resources and links to wider learning through the WEA’s digital learning
platform, Canvas: http://bit.ly/WEAonline
- No pre reading is required but research on the subject on the internet or in the library may be helpful

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course
- Progress to a course with another provider
- Become involved with the WEA in a range of voluntary work and other activities including campaigning as
a WEA member
- Become involved as a volunteer for a WEA partner or another organisation
- Access the WEA What Next? booklet here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/what-can-i-do-next

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement
and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our
website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
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