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Course Aim
This course aims to explore the later evolution and decline of the Seleucid Empire and its final
collapse, looking at key features in its final centuries and its role in the wider Hellenistic World in the
face of the rising challenge of Rome.
Course Description
How did the Roman Empire end up in the first century BC facing an Iranian enemy in the Middle
East, with no apparent sign of the legacy of the conquests of Alexander the Great? This course will
look at the various rivalries and conflicts of the Hellenistic kingdoms down to 63 BC, and the pivotal
role played by the Seleucid kingdom during that period. The course will also examine closely the
character and extent of the Macedonian military and administrative machine within the later
Seleucid Empire, contrasting this with evidence from other parts of the Hellenistic World including
Ptolemaic Egypt and the emergence of the Hasmonean kingdom in Palestine as well as the
circumstances of the rising tide of Roman influence in the near east. An analysis will also made of
the emergence and growth of the Parthian empire, and its impact on affairs across the Middle East.
Students will be made aware of the latest literary and archaeological evidence available for the
period concerned.
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
What will I achieve?

By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. Give at least two difficulties faced by King Antiochos VII at the start of his reign
2. Outline at least two reasons why the extension of the Parthian empire across the Middle East
continued 145 to 64 BC.
3. Provide a brief outline of the key features in the decline of the Seleucid kingdom after 96 BC.

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will be used to provide resources or to support
lessons, enable assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away
from the course. If you want to understand more about our digital learning platform please visit:
http://bit.ly/WEAonline
- The WEA tutor will use a range of different teaching and learning methods and encourage you
and the group to be actively involved in your learning

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- You will be able to keep a record of your progress and achievement using photos, audio, text or
documents uploaded into the WEA’s digital learning platform, WEA Canvas.
- Your tutor will provide written, text and audio feedback recorded in WEA Canvas, WEA’s digital learning
platform.
- A range of informal activities will be used by the tutor to see what you are learning which may include
quizzes, question and answer, small projects and discussion
- You will have opportunities to discuss your progress with your tutor
- You will be encouraged to share your work with the group and discuss your learning
- You will be encouraged to consider other students work and give your opinions and suggestions

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- What you need: You will need an internet connection, speakers, a microphone and a webcam so
that you can use our video learning platform, Zoom. If you’d like to understand more Zoom please
visit: http://bit.ly/ZoomSpec
- You will also need access to the internet outside of your sessions. You could do this using a
smart phone, tablet, laptop or a desktop computer (at home or through a library etc.).
- You will need a personal email address to join the WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas so that
you can receive resources, record your progress and achievement and to work with others and
share ideas. If you want to understand more about our digital learning platform please visit:
http://bit.ly/WEAonline
- It would be helpful if you had access to the internet (Mobile phone, tablet or computer at home or
through a library etc.)

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- No pre reading is required but research on the subject on the internet or in the library may be helpful
- The Hellenistic World (Fontana History) - Frank W. Walbank (1992)
The Fall of the Seleukid Empire (Pen & Sword) - John D Grainger (2015)

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course
- Become involved with the WEA in a range of voluntary work and other activities including campaigning as

a WEA member

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement
and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our
website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
You can enrol online for most courses http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/course-search or contact:
WEA Support Services, Suite 10B Joseph’s Well, Hanover Way, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS3 1AB
Tel: 0300 303 3464 Email: courseenquiries@wea.org.uk

The Workers’ Educational Association (WEA) is a charity registered in England and Wales (number 1112775) and in Scotland (number SC039239) and a company limited
by guarantee registered in England and Wales (number 2806910). Registered Office: Workers’ Educational Association,
4 Luke Street, London, EC2A 4XW

