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Course Aim
This course aims to give students an understanding of the role of portraiture in Western art from the
Renaissance to the present day, both in an artistic and wider sociological context.

Course Description
A portrait can provide an insight into both the person(s) portrayed and the artistic and sociological
context within which it was produced. This course will draw on a variety of well known (and less
familiar) images to consider the role of portraiture in Western art from the Renaissance to the
present day. The course will start by considering the resurgence of portraiture in Renaissance
Europe and go on to study its development over the next few hundred years. Each session will
focus on a particular time period and/or subgenre of portraiture, whilst engaging with one or more of
the course themes including power and status, identity, and life and death. Artists whose work we
will be studying include: Jan van Eyck, Leonardo da Vinci, Titian, Dürer, Anthony van Dyck,
Rembrandt, Artemesia Gentileschi, Velázquez, Thomas Gainsborough, Ingres, Édouard Manet,
Henri Matisse, Pablo Picasso, Frida Kahlo, Lucian Freud and Marc Quinn.
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
What will I achieve?

By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. Define what is meant by the term 'portraiture' and list the different genres of portraiture such as
group portraiture, self-portraiture etc.
2. Discuss possible reasons for the resurgence of portraiture in the Renaissance.
3. Identify key stages in the development of portraiture over the last 500 years e.g. the increased
use of oil paints, the effect of the Reformation in northern Europe.
4. Outline the effects of the development of photography on portraiture from the nineteenth century
onwards with reference to specific artworks.
5. Discuss modern and contemporary approaches to portraiture with reference to artists such as
Henri Matisse, Pablo Picasso and Fiona Banner.

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will be used to provide resources or to support
lessons, enable assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away
from the course. If you want to understand more about our digital learning platform please visit:
http://bit.ly/WEAonline
- The WEA tutor will use a range of different teaching and learning methods and encourage you
and the group to be actively involved in your learning
- Participants will be encouraged to undertake additional activities between sessions, such as
researching online. These activities, however, will not be compulsory.

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- A range of informal activities will be used by the tutor to see what you are learning which may include
quizzes, question and answer, small projects and discussion
- Participants will be encouraged to share their thoughts and ideas with the group.

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- What you need: You will need an internet connection, speakers, a microphone and a webcam so
that you can use our video learning platform, Zoom. If you’d like to understand more Zoom please
visit: http://bit.ly/ZoomSpec
- You will need a personal email address to join the WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas so that
you can receive resources, record your progress and achievement and to work with others and
share ideas. If you want to understand more about our digital learning platform please visit:
http://bit.ly/WEAonline

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- No pre reading or pre course work is required

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course
- Progress to a course with another provider
- Become involved with the WEA in a range of voluntary work and other activities including campaigning as
a WEA member
- Access the WEA What Next? booklet here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/what-can-i-do-next

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement
and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our
website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
You can enrol online for most courses http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/course-search or contact:
WEA Support Services, Suite 10B Joseph’s Well, Hanover Way, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS3 1AB
Tel: 0300 303 3464 Email: courseenquiries@wea.org.uk
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