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2.

Course Aim
How Paris developed as a capital city in the 19th century: the re-design of the city under Baron
Haussmann, political upheavals, societal changes, the arts and entertainment, and the lives of the
notorious Courtesans.
Course Description
A look at the history of Paris in the 19th century, beginning with Napoleon's influence, and covering
the various revolutions and rebellions, Haussmann’s massive town-planning project that made the
city what it is today, the lives of some of the notorious Courtesans, the Cancan, and works by great
artists who documented the events and scenes of the time. We'll also reference literary works,
operas, operettas and musicals that have focused on the period, examining how much these works
actually really reflect what was happening in the city.
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
What will I achieve?
By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. Explore the purposes of Haussmann's re-design of the city of Paris
2. Explain some of the reasons for the revolutions and rebellions in Paris during the 19th century
3. Contrast the lives of the Courtesans with those of "Les Misérables"
4. Suggest reasons why Paris is the setting for so many operas, operettas and musicals

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas, will be used to provide resources to support lessons
and for other activities for individuals away from the course. If you want to understand more about
our digital learning platform please visit: http://bit.ly/WEAonline

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- You will have opportunities to discuss your progress with your tutor

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- What you need: You will need an internet connection, speakers, a microphone and a webcam so
that you can use our video learning platform, Zoom. If you’d like to understand more Zoom please
visit: http://bit.ly/ZoomSpec
- You will need a personal email address to join the WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas so that
you can receive resources, record your progress and achievement and to work with others and
share ideas. If you want to understand more about our digital learning platform please visit:
http://bit.ly/WEAonline
- Nothing else is needed

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- No pre reading or pre course work is required

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course
- Progress to a course with another provider
- Become involved with the WEA in a range of voluntary work and other activities including campaigning as
a WEA member
- Become involved as a volunteer for a WEA partner or another organisation
- Access the WEA What Next? booklet here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/what-can-i-do-next

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement
and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our
website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
You can enrol online for most courses http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/course-search or contact:
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