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The Theme(s) used in planning your course is/ are:
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2.

Course Aim
This course is for writers wishing to expand the tools for creative writing at their disposal. It is a
course taught by a published writer that considers technique and developing skills.
Course Description
This creative writing tool kit allows writer to consider the writing tools at their disposal, and how best
to enhance these. Taught by a published writer, it considers stylistic elements such as structuring a
story, creating strong poetic imagery, and using dialogue, and suggests ways of improving
techniques via both exercises in poetry and prose. Discussing work in progress with the tutor and
other writers is a key element of the course.
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
What will I achieve?
By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. Recognise how to create a vibrant poetic image - via exercises on what is visually and
stylistically memorable.
2. Discuss my written work with the Tutor and my fellow students, learning along the way what
questions asked and discussions participated in might help a writer to develop their work.
3. Structure short fictions, via exercises on timing, 'hooks', and characterisation.
4. Recognise how to edit and polish a draft of work as you go along - and consider why this is

valuable to writing.
5. If you wish to send work out for consideration, sessions allow room for asking the Tutor how to
do this, and what publishers might be suitable for approaching,

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will be used to provide resources or to support
lessons, enable assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away
from the course. If you want to understand more about our digital learning platform please visit:
http://bit.ly/WEAonline
- The WEA tutor will use a range of different teaching and learning methods and encourage you
and the group to be actively involved in your learning
- You may be asked to undertake additional work in your own time to support your learning
- Please keep a writer's notebook, whatever form, digital or paper this might take.

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- You will be able to keep a record of your progress and achievement using photos, audio, text or
documents uploaded into the WEA’s digital learning platform, WEA Canvas.
- Your tutor will provide written, text and audio feedback recorded in WEA Canvas, WEA’s digital learning
platform.
- You will have opportunities to discuss your progress with your tutor
- You will be encouraged to share your work with the group and discuss your learning
- You will be encouraged to consider other students work and give your opinions and suggestions

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- What you need: You will need an internet connection, speakers, a microphone and a webcam so
that you can use our video learning platform, Zoom. If you’d like to understand more Zoom please
visit: http://bit.ly/ZoomSpec
- You will also need access to the internet outside of your sessions. You could do this using a
smart phone, tablet, laptop or a desktop computer (at home or through a library etc.).
- You will need a personal email address to join the WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas so that
you can receive resources, record your progress and achievement and to work with others and
share ideas. If you want to understand more about our digital learning platform please visit:
http://bit.ly/WEAonline
- Please bring pen and paper to each Zoom session, as some sessions will involve writing on the
spot, and keep work in a folder that you can keep to hand. Bring your writer's notebook and keep it
to hand for each session.

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- You will have access to course resources and links to wider learning through the WEA’s digital learning
platform, Canvas: http://bit.ly/WEAonline
- Books, apps, and websites discussed throughout, and the Tutor's books include Mr Bowlly Regrets poems, King's England 2017, and Brand New Beat - stories set in the 1960s, same date and publisher. New
book of poems Ken Dodd Takes a Holiday out 2021 from the same press.

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course

- Progress to a course with another provider
- You could progress to Higher Education courses. Follow link to the PEARL website for information
http://pearl.open.ac.uk/
- Access the WEA What Next? booklet here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/what-can-i-do-next
- Keep writing, publishing, and sending work out.

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement
and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our
website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
You can enrol online for most courses http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/course-search or contact:
WEA Support Services, Suite 10B Joseph’s Well, Hanover Way, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS3 1AB
Tel: 0300 303 3464 Email: courseenquiries@wea.org.uk

The Workers’ Educational Association (WEA) is a charity registered in England and Wales (number 1112775) and in Scotland (number SC039239) and a company limited
by guarantee registered in England and Wales (number 2806910). Registered Office: Workers’ Educational Association,
4 Luke Street, London, EC2A 4XW

