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2.

Course Aim
This course aims to explore some of the key elements in traditional English folklore, featuring on
festivals and old customs. Although these traditions have typically become part of the Christian
calendar, their roots are far older and more obscure.
Course Description
British folklore is a complicated blend of storytelling, superstition, habit and custom that has its
roots in practices that went on well before recorded history. Indeed, many of these fascinating ideas
are still existent – and, in some cases, even believed – to this day. Whilst some stories and
customs are quaint, others are disturbing or bizarre, demonstrating more clearly their connection to
a pre-Christian environment. This course aims to provide an overview of some such traditions, and
will attempt to give insights into why those beliefs and customs may have evolved in the first place,
as well as looking at how they survived into later centuries. In particular, we will examine beliefs
and customs around two fundamental principles of the British landscape - its waterways, lakes and
seas, as well as the the agricultural farming background of the majority of the population.
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
What will I achieve?
By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. Demonstrate some insight into links between some Christian and pre-Christian festivals.

2. Briefly describe pre-Christian beliefs regarding water and its spiritual properties.
3. Briefly explain pre-Christian beliefs regarding agricultural work & activities.

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA tutor will use a range of different teaching and learning methods and encourage you
and the group to be actively involved in your learning

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- A range of informal activities will be used by the tutor to see what you are learning which may include
quizzes, question and answer, small projects and discussion
- You will have opportunities to discuss your progress with your tutor
- You will be encouraged to share your work with the group and discuss your learning
- You will be encouraged to consider other students work and give your opinions and suggestions

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- Nothing else is needed

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- No pre reading or pre course work is required

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement
and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our
website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
You can enrol online for some courses http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/course-search or contact:
WEA Support Services, Suite 10B Joseph’s Well, Hanover Way, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS3 1AB
Tel: 0300 303 3464 Email: courseenquiries@wea.org.uk
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