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The Theme(s) used in planning your course is/ are:
1. Culture Education

2.

Course Aim
The aim is to provide an introduction to the world of popular music in the 1960's and in particular
the work of the group collectively known as The Beatles and the influence of American and English
poets and painters
Course Description
While most people are aware of the Beatles, even 50 years on, many will have forgotten how the
phenomenon of Beatlemania came about. The object will be to flesh out the pop scene of the time
with particular reference to the promotion of music through foreign tours, recordings, film and TV.
We will study the impact of studio technology and press promotion and explore the reasons for the
demise of the group ( as a collective). Much work will be done on the creative work of contemporary
poets, painters, composers and performers
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
What will I achieve?
By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. explore the subject through the perspective of the last 50 years and to develop new insights into
their work
2. broaden the horizon and demonstrate how the initial impact of the recordings had on the wider
influence and culture of our own time.

3. explain the social purpose of popular music and the impact on both teenagers ( and now as
adults) in our own time
4. participate and engage with the learning community in debate on the 'how and why' of the
phenomenon of Beatlemania
5. illustrate with confidence, understanding and skills how we can understand the wider implications
of what we hear; and how the music of the 60's contributes to the culture of the 21st century

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA tutor will use a range of different teaching and learning methods and encourage you
and the group to be actively involved in your learning

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- A range of informal activities will be used by the tutor to see what you are learning which may include
quizzes, question and answer, small projects and discussion
- You will have opportunities to discuss your progress with your tutor
- You will be encouraged to share your work with the group and discuss your learning
- You will be encouraged to consider other students work and give your opinions and suggestions

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- Nothing else is needed
- All materials will be provided

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- No pre reading or pre course work is required
- No pre reading is required but research on the subject on the internet or in the library may be helpful

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course
- Progress to a course with another provider

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement
and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our
website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
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