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2.

Course Aim
The course will review Brunel, the man and the engineer; his success and his failures.
Course Description
Isambard Kingdom Brunel is certainly one of our most famous engineers but he is also a
controversial figure producing outstanding designs which in some cases were to fail because they
were so far ahead of his time. We look at his success and failures within the context of the times,
both economic and political.
We will explore the life of Brunel, his fathers influence, his early career and how he worked to make
the Great Western Railway so successful but oh so different. We will also look at his ships &
understand how his personality influenced his designs the other achievements of his life and how
they caused him to pay the ultimate price for his work.
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
What will I achieve?
By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. Review Brunel’s life
2. Develop an understanding to why Brunel was so different

3. Discuss the successes and failures within his engineering life.
4. Examine the consequence of his work.
5. Review the impact of his work on our world today.

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA tutor will use a range of different teaching and learning methods and encourage you
and the group to be actively involved in your learning
- You may be asked to undertake additional work in your own time to support your learning

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- A range of informal activities will be used by the tutor to see what you are learning which may include
quizzes, question and answer, small projects and discussion
- You will have opportunities to discuss your progress with your tutor
- You will be encouraged to share your work with the group and discuss your learning

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- It would be helpful if you had access to the internet (Mobile phone, tablet or computer at home or
through a library etc.)
- Handouts will be provided however you may find it useful to b ring a pen and a note book so that
you can take notes.

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- No pre reading or pre course work is required
- No pre reading is required but research on the subject on the internet or in the library may be helpful

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course
- Visit Brunel sites and increase your knowledge of the man and his work

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement
and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our
website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
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