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Course Aim
A history of Germany from Bismarck to Hitler. The course will provide an understanding of how and
why Germany developed between the mid C19th and mid C20th centuries and the implications of
this for the history of Europe.
Course Description
Germany: the former 'problem child' of modern European history. The country was late to unify but
then its size, economic strength, geographical position (and arguably a sense of inferiority)
threatened the stability of post-Napoleonic Europe. Germany was at the heart of the two great
conflicts which consumed Europe in the first half of the C20th with the problem of 'what to do about
Germany' then forming a central characteristic of the Cold War era. We will see how politics
developed in Germany and how this fed into international relations. We will also explore economic,
social and cultural developments in this country of great contrasts. An issue for consideration will
be why the post 1945 democratic, peaceful Germany failed to develop in the earlier period, much to
the disadvantage of both Germany and Europe as a whole.
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
What will I achieve?
By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. Describe the main events of German history from c1840 to 1945.

2. Understand why Germany was late to unify and how this unity once achieved threatened stability
in Europe.
3. Understand the role of Germany in international relations and, particularly, in the origins of the
two great wars.
4. Understand how and why the Holocaust occurred in Nazi Germany.

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA tutor will use a range of different teaching and learning methods and encourage you
and the group to be actively involved in your learning

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- A range of informal activities will be used by the tutor to see what you are learning which may include
quizzes, question and answer, small projects and discussion
- You will have opportunities to discuss your progress with your tutor
- You will be encouraged to share your work with the group and discuss your learning
- There will be ten input sessions including opportunities for discussion and questions.
Week 11 will be run as a seminar with small, facilitated groups discussing key issues from the period,
followed by feedback in plenary session.

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- Nothing else is needed

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- No pre reading or pre course work is required

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course
- Progress to a course with another provider
- You could progress to Higher Education courses. Follow link to the PEARL website for information
http://pearl.open.ac.uk/
- Access the WEA What Next? booklet here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/what-can-i-do-next

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement
and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our
website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic

year.
You can enrol online for some courses http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/course-search or contact:
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Tel: 0300 303 3464 Email: courseenquiries@wea.org.uk
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