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The Theme(s) used in planning your course is/ are:
1. Culture Education

2. Community Engagement

Course Aim
The course aim is to enable students to study a varied collection of poetry and prose from WW1,
chosen by modern poets; to consider the lives of some of the past and present authors; and to look
at poetry from WW2 and other wars in the C20 and C21.
Course Description
Using '1914 Poetry Remembers', edited by Carol Ann Duffy, we will read and discuss a range of
approaches to war and loss, both in the front line and at home. Using various other poetry sources
we will discuss poetry from WW2, Vietnam and the present day.
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
What will I achieve?
By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. Read aloud and discuss a range of poetry and prose from WW1
2. Analyse the style and structure of some poems from this period
3. Describe the background of writers from this period such as Vera Brittain and Siegfried Sassoon
4. Identify and discuss some war poetry from 1939 onwards
5. Share own interest in this era of poetry with the tutor and others in the group

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA tutor will use a range of different teaching and learning methods and encourage you
and the group to be actively involved in your learning
- You may be asked to undertake additional work in your own time to support your learning
- You will share poetry reading in small and larger groups

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- A range of informal activities will be used by the tutor to see what you are learning which may include
quizzes, question and answer, small projects and discussion
- You will have opportunities to discuss your progress with your tutor
- You will be encouraged to share your work with the group and discuss your learning

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- It would be helpful if you had access to the internet (Mobile phone, tablet or computer at home or
through a library etc.)
- You will need a copy of '1914 Poetry Remembers' edited by Carol Ann Duffy.

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- No pre reading is required but research on the subject on the internet or in the library may be helpful
- An understanding of how the great war affected real lives might be useful eg. The Beauty and The Sorrow
(Profile Books 2012) Peter Englund
To End All Wars (Macmillan 2011) Adam Hochschild, a highly readable account of how the suffragettes,
shell shock and conscientious objectors divided Britain

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course
- Progress to a course with another provider
- Become involved with the WEA in a range of voluntary work and other activities including campaigning as
a WEA member
- You could progress to Higher Education courses. Follow link to the PEARL website for information
http://pearl.open.ac.uk/
- Access the WEA What Next? booklet here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/what-can-i-do-next

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement
and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our
website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
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