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2.

Course Aim
A study and appreciation of 'popular' music from its earliest days to the 1960s. Jewish immigrants
fleeing Russia mixed with Italians, Irish and Negroes in New York, USA around 1900. Such a
vibrant mix of cultures was bound to yield something new!
Course Description
One could almost say that 'pop' music came from Russia with love, as the Russian Jews, fleeing
persecution, emigrated to America, bringing with them a musical tradition that was steeped in
history. After a while, these immigrants heard Italian opera for the first time, along with the
distinctive, melodic folk tunes of Ireland and Scotland and the gospel music of the Negroes as they
all came to reside, cheek-by-jowl in the Lower East side of New York. It wouldn't be long before a
hybrid of all of these national musical traditions would emerge. That was 'pop' music. We are going
to study how these differing strands of musical traditions from a range of nations and cultures were
woven together to result in what we now recognize as 'pop' music. Seven weeks of study and
appreciation of the art of George Gershwin, Al Jolson, Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra, Robert Johnson,
Blind Willie McTell, Louis Armstrong, Brian Wilson, The Beatles, Bob Dylan, David Bowie and Led
Zeppelin amongst others.
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
- No skills or experience needed

- This course is suitable for beginners and improvers
- This course is only for those with good listening skills.

What will I achieve?
By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. Define the term 'musical genre'.
2. Explain how the musics of different cultures influenced each other.
3. Describe the importance of technology in 'pop' music (amplification, radio, electronic recording,
television & video).
4. Show appreciation that, until the advent of recorded music becoming widely available,
sheet-music sales made up the sales 'charts' or 'hit parade'.
5. Demonstrate an understanding of some music theory.

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA tutor will use a range of different teaching and learning methods and encourage you
and the group to be actively involved in your learning

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- A range of informal activities will be used by the tutor to see what you are learning which may include
quizzes, question and answer, small projects and discussion
- You will have opportunities to discuss your progress with your tutor
- You will be encouraged to consider other students work and give your opinions and suggestions

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- Please bring notepaper and a pen. I will provide some hand-outs.

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- No pre reading or pre course work is required

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course
- The second part of this course, beginning in the 1960s, begins after this one finishes.

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement

and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our
website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
You can enrol online for some courses http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/course-search or contact:
WEA Support Services, Suite 10B Joseph’s Well, Hanover Way, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS3 1AB
Tel: 0300 303 3464 Email: courseenquiries@wea.org.uk
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