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Course Aim
To give an insight into the sheer scale of historic military structures from the World Wars that still
remains throughout Europe and to assess how the architecture and technology of this period
affected post-war design.
Course Description
Discover how you can still see throughout the Continent many instances of the military
infrastructure created in the two World Wars. Study the forts of the French Maginot Line, Hitler’s
Atlantic Wall, the massive Flak Towers still haunting Berlin and Vienna, James Bond-style V2
launch complexes, massive U-Boat pens dotted along the French Atlantic coast, and a destroyer
set half way up an Italian mountain! The course also reviews the environs and experiences of
British prisoners of war, famous examples of the fine art of the wars, and the architecture of the
major memorials.
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
What will I achieve?
By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. Describe the launch complex for Hitler's V2 "terror weapon" that is sited inland of Boulogne.

2. Name two of the French ports on the Atlantic coast where you can still visit massive U-Boat pens
built in the 2nd World War.
3. Describe the line of defensive fortifications built by the French along their German border during
the 1930's.
4. Describe the hill in Flanders used by "The Grand Old Duke of York" for exercising his troops.
5. Describe the extraordinary monument erected above Lake Garda in recognition of the exploits of
an Italian leader and war hero in the Great War.

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA tutor will use a range of different teaching and learning methods and encourage you
and the group to be actively involved in your learning

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- A range of informal activities will be used by the tutor to see what you are learning which may include
quizzes, question and answer, small projects and discussion
- You will have opportunities to discuss your progress with your tutor

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- Nothing else is needed

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- No pre reading is required but research on the subject on the internet or in the library may be helpful

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course
- Progress to a course with another provider
- Become involved with the WEA in a range of voluntary work and other activities including campaigning as
a WEA member

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement
and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our
website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
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