WEA Course information sheet
2019-20
Course title: Day School:Moscow and the Art of the Metro

Course ID: C3744282

Start date: 16/11/2019

End date: 16/11/2019

Day(s)/time(s): Sat 10:00

Number of sessions: 1

Hours per session: 5

Tutor Michael Grundy

Additional hours:

Online Learning Hours: 0

Specific funder/partner requirements: This course is not supported by the Education Skills
Funding Agency and does not have a fee waiver but concessions may be available - contact the
Branch for further details.
Awarding body (if any):
Level: Level 2
Title of qualification to be gained:
Fee: £22.50 or Free if you are in receipt of an income related benefit (only SFA funded)
Accreditation Fee (if applicable):
Venue: The Spring Arts and Heritage Centre, 56 East Street, Havant, Hampshire, PO9 1BS
Theme(s): The WEA has four themes it uses for planning its provision.
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The Theme(s) used in planning your course is/ are:
1. Culture Education

2.

Course Aim
To explore the 20th century art and architecture of Moscow as evidenced in the design and decor
of the magnificent Moscow Metro, embracing both the splendour of the past imperial culture and
the socialist propaganda of the contemporary Soviet period.
Course Description
This course explores the rich culture of Russia and Moscow, and how their artistic and design
expertise was bought together by Stalin with unlimited human and material resources to produce
the world's most famous and most palatial Metro system. We study how the 20th century became a
turbulent period for Russia of revolution, world wars and Communist suppression, yielding a
harvest of creative excellence in fine art and design with a unique range of new art movements and
architectural styles. By the 1930's, having gained the power of an absolute dictator, Stalin
conceived the idea of building a Metro system beyond compare, using their expertise in design to
create a shining legacy to his "enlightened" rule. The resulting Metro, built as a showcase for
Russian achievements in construction, architecture and decorative design, is still rapidly expanding
and an essential element in the transport system of this congested city.
Do I need any particular skills or experience?

What will I achieve?
By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. Name the first three leaders of communist Russia, ruling in turn over the period 1917 to 1964.
2. Name the Metro line built in the most "decorative" period of the construction of the Moscow
Metro.
3. Describe the most celebrated station on the Moscow metro, the stage for many of Stalin's war
speeches.
4. Identify the leading artist of the Socialist Realism period, producing both fine art and Metro art, in
particular for the station in "outcome" (3) above.
5. Name the deepest station on the Moscow metro, and the Russian general, the hero of the
Napoleonic Wars, that it honours.

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA tutor will use a range of different teaching and learning methods and encourage you
and the group to be actively involved in your learning

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- A range of informal activities will be used by the tutor to see what you are learning which may include
quizzes, question and answer, small projects and discussion
- You will have opportunities to discuss your progress with your tutor

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- Nothing else is needed

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- No pre reading is required but research on the subject on the internet or in the library may be helpful
- It would be helpful to students with no knowledge of Moscow to look through a travel guide before the
course to start to understand its layout and gain an outline of Russia's history and culture.

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course
- Progress to a course with another provider
- Become involved with the WEA in a range of voluntary work and other activities including campaigning as
a WEA member
- This course provides an excellent grounding for going to Moscow and better appreciating the city and all it
has to offer.

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student

Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement
and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our
website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
You can enrol online for some courses http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/course-search or contact:
WEA Support Services, Suite 10B Joseph’s Well, Hanover Way, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS3 1AB
Tel: 0300 303 3464 Email: courseenquiries@wea.org.uk
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