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Theme(s): The WEA has four themes it uses for planning its provision.
Employability – helping students to get a job or to make progress in their employment
Health and Wellbeing – making a positive contribution to their own or others health and wellbeing
Community Engagement – encouraging students to be positively involved in their communities
Culture – learning about diverse cultures, identities and environments
The Theme(s) used in planning your course is/ are:
1. Culture Education

2.

Course Aim
The course will help students to understand the nature and origins of what we think of as “blues
music”, and to appreciate the influence it has had on contemporary music.
Course Description
Everyone knows what is meant by a song sounding "bluesy". But it's a little harder to answer the
question; "yes - but why?". Through his own singing and playing, early recordings, historic
photographs and testimonies, Andrew will explore the extraordinary social history which brought
about this strange and influential music: then help students to understand how - through a hundred
years of marginalisation and prejudice - it has not only survived, but become one of the major
influences on so many forms of modern music.
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
What will I achieve?
By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. Identify the elements which make up the “blues” sound; both in blues music of all eras, and other
contemporary music styles
2. Understand the origins of blues music
3. Understand the social conditions which influenced the development of blues music
4. Identify various forms of blues, to be able to identify the likely location and period
5. Know where to find examples of the music, and further reading and listening

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA tutor will use a range of different teaching and learning methods and encourage you
and the group to be actively involved in your learning

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- You will have opportunities to discuss your progress with your tutor

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- Nothing else is needed

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- No pre reading or pre course work is required

Possible next steps after this course including career opportunities if appropriate
- There are no formal "next steps", but it is hoped that what is learned on this course will lead to a much
deeper appreciation of so many forms of popular music, and perhaps find ways of learning more.

You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept a Learning Agreement.
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