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The Theme(s) used in planning your course is/ are:
1. Health and Wellbeing
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Course Aim
This informal course will explore the key films, directors and movements in European cinema, with
the aim of enabling these - and other European - films to be watched with greater knowledge,
insight and enjoyment.
Course Description
Both inspiring and innovative, sublime and shocking, European cinema has never failed to
fascinate. This informal course will explore the key movies, movements and directors, with each
session devoted to one particular country. Featuring films both famous and unfamiliar, it will
analyse how political and social factors shaped the countrys' film industries and led to such
influential movements as German Expressionism, Italian neo-realism, and the French nouvelle
vague. Among the major directors who will be examined are Federico Fellini, Jean-Luc Godard,
Ingmar Bergman, Pedro Almodovar, and Lars von Trier - along with some obscure, but equally
fascinating filmmakers. Special attention will be paid to how European cinema fared during and
after World War Two and how it has reacted to the global dominance of the Hollywood film industry.
In all, this course gives the opportunity to discover - or reaffirm - the delights to be found in the vast
panoply of European cinema. Wunderbar!
Do I need any particular skills or experience?
What will I achieve?

By the end of the course I will be able to:
1. Define the key differences between European cinema and Hollywood.
2. Understand the historical factors involved in the development of European cinema.
3. Identify the key movements which helped shape European cinema.
4. Recognise the major directors of European cinema and their individual styles.
5. Watch a European film with greater insight and enjoyment.

What teaching methods will be used and will there be work outside of the class?
- The WEA tutor will use a range of different teaching and learning methods and encourage you
and the group to be actively involved in your learning

What kind of feedback can I expect from the tutor?
- A range of informal activities will be used by the tutor to see what you are learning which may include
quizzes, question and answer, small projects and discussion
- You will have opportunities to discuss your progress with your tutor

What else do I need to know? Is there anything I need to bring?
- Nothing else is needed
- A willingness to watch and discuss films!

Pre-course work, reading and information sources
- No pre reading or pre course work is required
- No pre reading is required but research on the subject on the internet or in the library may be helpful
- Watching any European film would be useful! Among the key films on the course are: The Cabinet of Dr.
Caligari (1919); L'Age d'Or (1930); Rome - Open City (1945); The Seventh Seal (1957); Breathless (1959);
Jules et Jim (1961); Fellini's 8 1/2 (1963); La Haine (1995); Amelie (2001).

Possible next steps after this course (including career opportunities if appropriate)
- Progress to another WEA course
- Progress to a course with another provider
- Become involved with the WEA in a range of voluntary work and other activities including campaigning as
a WEA member
- Become involved as a volunteer for a WEA partner or another organisation
- Access the WEA What Next? booklet here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/what-can-i-do-next

Learning with the WEA
WEA courses increasingly make use of the rich variety of educational tools and material available
on the internet and from digital devices. The WEA’s digital learning platform, Canvas will play an
increasing role in all WEA courses to provide resources or support, or to conduct lessons, enable
assessment, provide learner feedback and for other activities for individuals away from the course.
It is helpful, although not essential if you have access to a computer or smartphone to support your
course.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your course you accept our Learning Agreement
and Privacy Notice. Full details of the Learning Agreement and privacy notice can be found on our

website at http://www.wea.org.uk/policies. This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
You can enrol online for some courses http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/course-search or contact:
WEA Support Services, Suite 10B Joseph’s Well, Hanover Way, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS3 1AB
Tel: 0300 303 3464 Email: courseenquiries@wea.org.uk
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