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Theme(s): The WEA has four themes it uses for planning its provision.
Employability – helping students to get a job or to make progress in their employment
Health and Wellbeing – making a positive contribution to their own or others health and wellbeing
Community Engagement – encouraging students to be positively involved in their communities
Culture – learning about diverse cultures, identities and environments
The Theme(s) used in planning your course is/ are:
1. Culture Education

2. Health and Wellbeing

Course aim
To study British cinema through a wide range of extracts. The course will enable students to
discuss and write about many different kinds of British film. We will consider how these films
represent different aspect of British society including race, ethnicity, gender and culture.

Who is the course for?
This is for everyone with an interest in cinema who would like to study the subject in greater depth.
The course will provide accessible introductions to key topics, and engage students at all levels
with debates and discussion.
Course description
Using a wide range of extracts we will study how key British films were made and what they mean for the
audience. We will consider how key films represent
the world we live in, including the representation of race, gender, ethnicity and culture.

What topics will this course cover and how will they relate to the theme(s) for this course?
The course will include the following topics: 1. what is British cinema? including consideration of
regional and ethnic diversity; 2; an over-view of British film history; 3 and 4; male and female British
directors - from Alfred Hitchcock to Antonia Bird; 5. class, culture and race in British cinema in the
1960s including extracts from 'A Taste of Honey'; 5. representation through male and female stars
in British film; 6. how British cinema has represented other nations and cultures including extracts

from 'Tickets' and 'Quantum of Solace'; 7 and 8. Contemporary British cinema - does it exist in the
era of globalisation and digital technology? A variety of extracts will be used to introduce and
explore each topic.

What will it be like?
WEA classes are friendly and supportive. You will be encouraged to work together with your fellow
students and tutor. You will be asked to share your ideas and views in the class and work with the
group to give and accept feedback in a supportive environment. The WEA tutor will use a range of
different teaching and learning methods and encourage you to be actively involved in your learning.
You may be asked to undertake work to support your course outside of your class.
By the end of the course I should be able to:
Students will be able to:
1. identify key elements in the construction of British films
2. explain how British films represent diverse social experiences
3. discuss the representation of different identities in British film, including the way race, ethnicity and gender
are represented
4. analyse the role of the director in selected British films
5. understand an over-view of British film history

How will I know I’m making progress?
As the tutor I will encourage student discussion and writing. I will provide feedback on all the
exercises with suggestions for development of understanding, and skills necessary for analysis.
Specific exercises will include questions on individual extracts, and application of key concepts.
Students will discuss and write about subjects drawing on their existing knowledge, as well as the
set reading and viewing material.
What else do I need to know, do or bring?
Students will need to bring pen and paper, and a course folder to keep handouts. Viewing of films outside
the course will be encouraged, but this will be flexible and students can use the internet, television, dvds or
cinema for their further study.

Reading and information sources
A useful textbook is: 'The British Cinema Book' Edited by Robert Murphy (BFI). Students could start with
this. However, this is not essential, and
alternative reading material will be suggested each week, making use of material available through the
internet.

What could the course lead to?
This course could lead to study of film at a more advanced level, including a degree course in film,
film and media, or media studies.
The course could also lead to more specialised film courses available in adult education.
Although this course is about film theory and history it provides useful material for anyone wishing
to work creatively in film and media.
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,

learning support and financial support. As part of your first course you accept a learning agreement
(the tear-off portion of your enrolment form). This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
You can enrol online for some courses http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/course-search or contact:
London Region,Unit 57, Riverside Estate, Sir Thomas Longley Road, Rochester, Kent, ME2 4DP
Tel: 0300 303 3464 Email: courseenquiries@wea.org.uk
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