WEA Course Information Sheet 2016-17
Course title: Think Like a Philosopher

Course ID: C3527601

Start date: 25/01/2017

End date: 08/03/2017

Day(s)/time(s): Wed 14:00

Number of sessions: 6

Hours per session: 2

Tutor David Derrington

Additional hours: 1

Notes: 4.30 finish on first and last sessions.

Awarding body (if any):
Title of qualification to be gained:

Level: Level 2

Fee: £48.00 or Free if you are in receipt of an income related benefit (only SFA funded)
Accreditation Fee (if applicable):
Venue: The Island Centre, Island Road, St. Ives, Cornwall, TR26 1NT
Theme(s): The WEA has four themes it uses for planning its provision.
Employability – helping students to get a job or to make progress in their employment
Health and Wellbeing – making a positive contribution to their own or others health and wellbeing
Community Engagement – encouraging students to be positively involved in their communities
Culture – learning about diverse cultures, identities and environments
The Theme(s) used in planning your course is/ are:
1. Culture Education

2. Health and Wellbeing

Course aim
To enable and encourage learners to view their own personal life experiences, as well as different
world-views and ideologies, in the light of some key philosophical concepts.
No session 15th February

Who is the course for?
Course description
An accessible, interactive and life-centred approach to the deeper questionings of humankind;
working towards greater self-understanding and a wider perspective of life-experiences by
examining answers that modern philosophers have sought to provide.

What topics will this course cover and how will they relate to the theme(s) for this course?
Work - what is work? What are its human and personal implications?
Laughter – Why do we laugh at Basil Fawlty?
Sex - “Sex is not the answer. Sex is the question. “Yes” is the answer”.
Does how we perceive "the world" depend on our gender?
Ego-boundaries - “I think, therefore I am”…but where do I “stop and start”?
Thresholds - where (what) are the thresholds in life? My significant threshold?
Freedom - How free are we? What is freedom? Do we fear freedom?,
What will it be like?

WEA classes are friendly and supportive. You will be encouraged to work together with your fellow
students and tutor. You will be asked to share your ideas and views in the class and work with the
group to give and accept feedback in a supportive environment. The WEA tutor will use a range of
different teaching and learning methods and encourage you to be actively involved in your learning.
You may be asked to undertake work to support your course outside of your class.
By the end of the course I should be able to:
1. Identify the main issues addressed by philosophy and the major world religions.
2. Evaluate their political, historical, cultural and worldwide significance.
3. Apply insights from the course to the conflict of ideologies at a national and international level.
4. Articulate and evaluate their own beliefs and those of others.
5. Apply ideas, insights and structures from the course to their personal narratives of life experiences.

How will I know I’m making progress?
Your tutor will ask you to present, in whatever form is appropriate, an evaluation of the course and
of your own learning.
Your tutor will observe and take note of your contributions to discussions (whole-group and
small-group), providing feedback where appropriate either at the time or following the session, in
person or by email. Your tutor will ask you questions from time to time to check the effectiveness of
teaching and learning.
What else do I need to know, do or bring?
None

Reading and information sources
Any general introductory book on philosophy will be helpful - The only essential is an open mind and a
readiness to join in discussion with others.

What could the course lead to?
Melvyn Bragg's "In Our Time" (R4 Thurs 9.00am) and associated message boards
Reith Lectures - especially the online archives and message boards
You can read about your entitlements and responsibilities as a WEA student in our leaflet, Student
Handbook here http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/student-support This includes information on fees,
learning support and financial support. As part of your first course you accept a learning agreement
(the tear-off portion of your enrolment form). This applies to all courses you take in this academic
year.
You can enrol online for some courses http://www.wea.org.uk/learn-wea/course-search or contact:
South West Region,Unit 57, Riverside Estate, Sir Thomas Longley Road, Rochester, Kent, ME2
4DP Tel: 0300 303 3464 Email: courseenquiries@wea.org.uk
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